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June 2019 

 

South of England Show 

T he South of England Show this 
month is on 6th, 7th & 8th June at 

their showground in Selsfield Road, 
Ardingly, RH17 6TL. 
 

The ever-popular Bees & Honey Tent 
is the venue for this year’s honey 
show and the hourly live hive demon-
strations from 11.00am onwards on 
each day - weather permitting. 

Those aged over 18 and fit and 
healthy  can get involved when the 
beekeepers open up one of the three 
hives and explain how the fascinating process of making honey works. 
There will also be observation hives. 

Local honey, cut comb and beeswax products will be on sale plus top 
quality beekeeping equipment from Paynes Southdown Bee Farms, 
beeswax candles from Dragon’s Breath and lotions, potions and creams 
made from honey & beeswax from Pauline Sparks.  Prize-winning honey 
of all types and colours will be on display on the Show Stand. 

If you are interested in stewarding contact the chief 
steward, Bob Barnes chief.steward@deodar.org.uk.  A 
FREE Day Ticket is being offered to all volunteers. 

 

For further information visit the 
Show’s website:   

www.seas.org.uk/south-of-
england-show/  

 

mailto:chief.steward@deodar.org.uk
http://www.seas.org.uk/south-of-england-show/
http://www.seas.org.uk/south-of-england-show/
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Des Res for Honey Bees 

 A landowner in Faygate, near Crawley, is offering a 4 acre site for honey 
bees.  He is  offering the site to a local beekeeper for a number of colonies 
in an unused paddock at the bottom of the garden.  The site has a mixture 
of apple trees, lawn, wild areas and general trees. 
 

If you are interested you are invited 
to inspect at your convenience.   
 

 
Please contact Edward 
Bridger-Stille .  
 
ejbs@hotmail.com  
 
Mobile 07900 690224 

National Honey Show News 

This year’s National Honey Show will be held at Sandown Park, Esher, from Thursday 
24th to Saturday 26thOctober 2019.  
 
Topics planned for the lecture programme include: Ralph Büchler on Varroa re-
sistance, Varroa sustainable management, environmental adaptation and selection, 
and the link of honey bee complex biology to its health; John Donoghue on managing 
bees for the honey crop; Mary Montaut on bees & plants; Shona Blair on honey 
against superbugs; Jo Widdicombe on bee improvement; John Chambers on basic honey bee genetics; 
Irene Power on efficient beekeeping and Simon Rees on the Langstroth story, and how bees fly.  
 
The lecture programme details can be found at: www.honeyshow.co.uk/lectures-and-workshops.php  
 

The main programme lectures will be on videos on the 
National Honey Show You Tube channel in the new 
year, courtesy of the Show sponsors.  Last year’s lec-
tures are also available and previous years’ are still 
available as well.  
 
 
 
 
The full newsletter can be viewed on the website:  
www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/newsletters.html 

mailto:ejbs@hotmail.com
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/lectures-and-workshops.php
http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/newsletters.html


Around the Divisions 

All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you plan 
to attend. 

Central Sussex Division 

Details of the Division’s activities from Debbie Rowland: chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk or website: 
www.centralsussexbka.org.uk 
 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 11th June - ‘Record Keeping - pros, cons & pitfalls’  with Tom Moore at the Fishbourne Centre, 
Blackboy Lane, Fishbourne, Chichester, PO18 8BE at 7:30pm.       
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Saturday 1st & 8th June - Meetings at the teaching apiary from 
2pm.   
Further details of the Division’s activities from Tess Clarke:  
secretary@wgbka.org.uk  or website: www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

Worthing Division  

Sunday 2nd & 23rd,, Saturday 15th & 29th June  -  Meetings at the teaching apiary from 2pm.   
Saturday 19th June - Mid Summer Picnic at 6pm. 
Further details from Debra Edwards: dmcd.edwards@gmail.com or the Division’s website: 
www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  
 
 
 

 
 
 

... and Dates for your Diary 

 
  
Thursday 6th - Saturday 8th June - ‘South of England Show’.  South of England Showground, Selsfeld Road, 
Ardingly, RH17 6TL.  www.seas.org.uk/spring-live/.  See the lead article in this newsletter. 
 
Thursday 24th - Saturday 26th October - 88th National Honey Show.   Sandown Park Racecourse, Esher, 
Surrey, KT10 9RT.  For full details go to the Show's website at: www.honeyshow.co.uk/  
  

 

 

 

 

We are now on facebook so if you would like your  events featured please send details to 
the Editor. 
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‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 

mailto:chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk
http://www.centralsussexbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@wgbka.org.uk
http://www.wgbka.org.uk
mailto:dmcd.edwards@gmail.com
http://www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.seas.org.uk/spring-live/
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/West-Sussex-Beekeepers-Association-631084173737575/
https://www.facebook.com/westsussexbeekeepers/


Melvyn’s Missive 

Chairman,  Melvyn Essen, writes for the County News 
 
 

Melvyn is taking a well earned break this month..  
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The End of Varroa Is In Sight? - Kevin Thorn 

Two years  ago I listened to a talk by Professor Stephen 
Martin, a world-wide expert on Varroa, at the Cam-
bridge BKA Convention.  He hinted at research that 
would be published that would spell the end of the 
need to treat Varroa. 
 
At the BBKA spring convention in April 2019 he was 
able to elaborate further. His research team have 
found that honey bees in Africa, South and Central 
America are Varroa tolerant (and Africanised!). 
In the rest of the world while mites can reproduce 3-fold in worker brood and 5-fold in drone brood the 
actual rate is 1.2x.  The difference is due to lack of fertility, accidents etc.  In the Africanised bees the rate 
of reproduction is 0.8x.  This is significant as any ratio below 1x means the mite population is reducing! 
The Varroa tolerant bees showed an infestation rate of 4% whereas non tolerant populations showed an 
average 27% infestation. 
 
Enhanced grooming and hygienic behaviour was found to make little difference but a third behaviour - 
uncapping and recapping has been found to be the effective behaviour.  In places where there is no Var-
roa there is no sign of this behaviour.  The bees were seen to uncap and recap several times.  Where 
mites are not present the bees had made a small hole and recapped. Where mites were present they 
made a larger hole and recapped (- this can be seen as a silvery sheen on the capping as this is part of the 
pupal cocoon).  This action exposes young mites and kills them and while the mother mite survives she is 
unable to reproduce.  This may also show up as pepper pot brood. 
 
The key message was DON’T CHANGE YOUR CURRENT TREATMENT REGIME! If we stop treating now we 
may create Varroa concentrations that could wipe out the tolerant populations AKA Varroa bombs. The 
next stage of the research is to look at how the average beekeeper can manage and select their colonies 
to be able to take advantage of tolerant behaviour. 
 
Perhaps not the end of Varroa but maybe the beginning of the end?  
 
 
This article is reproduced from the BIBBA May Newsletter. 



We’re on the web: 
www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
 

Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

M E M B E R S '  C O U N T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

 
 
Previous newsletters from the last 12 months are available 

on the website. 
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 ...and finally 

Honey Bees for Sale 

Home-bred colonies for sale.   The nucs have been 
created by splits from parent colonies started during 
the Easter weekend and all contain 2019 queens.  
 
Each colony is growing in numbers and some have 
already been transferred to National hives.  All are 
available for inspection by interested buyers.   
 
The location is Houghton Bridge, near Amberley, on 
the South Downs Way path. 
 
Contact Claire Francis or Len Lewis on  
houghtonbridgebees@outlook.com or  
emperadora@hotmail.co.uk  

http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/West-Sussex-Beekeepers-Association-631084173737575/
mailto:houghtonbridgebees@outlook.com
mailto:emperadora@hotmail.co.uk

